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NEW LIFE-RECORDS OF CHAUCER 

The Calendar of the Patent Rolls for the periods 1370-1374 and 
1374-1377 (published in 1914 and 1916 respectively) contains 
abstracts of two documents which are not included in the Life- 
Records of Chaucer and which, to the best of my knowledge, are new 
to students of Chaucer's life. These abstracts are as follows : 
Patent Rolls, 48 Edward III, Part I, membrane 13. 

1374. Grant, during pleasure, to Geoffrey Chaucer of the 

June 8. offices of controller of the custom and subsidy of wools, 

Westminster. hides and woolfells, and controller of the petty custom of 
wines and of 3 d. of the pound, also of cloths and other cus- 
tomable merchandise in the port of London. 

By p. s. 1 
Patent Rolls, 51 Edward III, membrane 14. 

[1377.] Whereas Geoffrey Chaucer, controller of the custom 

and subsidies of wools, hides and woolfells and other cus- 
tomable things in the port of London, is often occupied on 
the king's service in remote parts so that he cannot stay in 
person upon the exercise of his office, and has deputed 
Thomas de Evesham to exercise the same in his absence; 
the king wills that Thomas may do so, and may write the 
rolls of the office with his own hand, during Geoffrey's 
pleasure. 

By bill of the treasurer. 2 

Owing to the fact that all the early Patent Rolls (with most of the 
records prior to Charles I) have been sent away in order that they 
may be out of danger from air-raids, it has not been possible for me 
to obtain copies of these patents. A search of the Chancery War- 
rants, however, resulted in finding the two documents which are 
printed below; the first is dated June 8, 1374, but the second is 
without date. These documents are as follows: 
Chancery Warrants. Ser. I. File 437. No. 30146. 

Edwardus, Dei gracia Rex Angh'e et Francie, et Dominus Hibemie, 
Dilecto et fideli nostro Johawni Knyuet, Cancellario nostro, salwtem. Cum 

i Calendar of the Patent Bolls, 1370-1374, p. 449. 

' Ibid., 1374-1377, p. 462. The patent is not dated, but the regnal year limits it to 
the period from January 25, 1377, to June 21, 1377. 
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concesserimws dilecfo nobis Galfrido Chaucer officia tam Contrarotulatoris 
custume et subsidii lanarwm, coriorwm, et pellium lanutarwro, qwam Contraro- 
tulatoris parue custume vinorwm ac trium denariorwm de libra necnon pannor- 
um et aliarum. mercandisarwm quarwmcumqwe custumabilium per mercatores 
tam indigenas qwam alienigenas nobis debitorwm in portu Londome, ha&enda 
qwamdiu nobis placuerit, percipiendo in officiis illis tantum quantum alii con- 
trarotulatores custumarwm huiusmodi in portu predicfo hactenws percipere 
consueuerunt: Ita qwod idem Galfridus rotulos suos dicfa, officia tangentes 
manu sua propria scribat et continue moretwr ibidem et omnia que ad officia 
ilia pertinent in propria persona sua et non per substitutum suum faciat et 
exequatur : Volentes qwod tam altera pars sigilli nosfri quod diciter coket 
qwam altera pars alterius sigilli nosfri pro paruis custumis deputati in portu 
prediefo in custodia predicii GalfrM remaneant qwamdiu officia ha&uerit 
supradicta,, vobis mandamws qwod literas inde sub magno sigillo nosiro in 
forma debita fieri facialis. Datwm sub priuato sigillo nostro apud West- 
monasterium, viij die Junii anno regni nosiri Angh'e quadragesimo octauo, 
et Francie tricesimo quinto. 

Chancery Warrants. Ser. I. File 1577. 

Soit fait Commission souz le grant seal a Thomas Euesham Citein de 
Loundres destre lieutenant Geffrei Chaucer Contreroulowr de la grande 
custume et de la petite el . . . en . . . du dit Geffrei tanqwe come plerra 
au Roi et au dit Geffrei. 

leuesqwe de Wircestre 1 Tresorer dengleterre 

It will be observed that according to both the patent of June 8, 
1374, abstracted above and the Chancery warrant of the same date, 
Chaucer was appointed controller of the petty custom as well as 
controller of the custom and subsidy of wools, etc. In this respect 
these documents are in agreement with the Exchequer document of 
June 8, 1 374, printed as No. 82 of the Life-Records. Another patent of 
June 8, 1374, however, printed as No. 81 of the Life-Records, grants 
to Chaucer only the controllership of the custom and subsidy of wools. 
And the matter is further complicated by the fact that the note 
appended to Document 82 of the Life-Records, though the document 
itself grants to Chaucer both controller-ships, reads: 

Et predictus Galfridus, presens in Curia xij° die Junij dicto anno xlviij", 
prestitit sacramentum de bene et fideliter se habendo in officio predicto 
[italics mine] quamdiu, etc. 

i Henry Wakefield, Bishop of Worcester, was appointed treasurer oi the exchequer 
on January 11, 1377, was reappointed on June 26, 1377, and was superseded by Thomas 
de Brantingham, Bishop of Exeter, on July 19, 1377 (Calendar of the Patent Bolls, 1374- 
1377, p. 400; ibid., 1377-1381, pp. 3, 7). 
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Did Chaucer actually receive the office of controller of the petty 
custom in 1374, or did he receive only the office of controller of the 
custom and subsidy of wools ? If he exercised the office of controller 
of the petty custom during the reign of Edward III, it was for a short 
period only, for John de Oxton was appointed to the office on April 
1, 1375. 1 Unfortunately, the Customs Accounts, which ought to 
settle the question, do not name the controllers of the petty custom 
between June 8, 1374, and April 1, 1375. Between December 24, 
1372, and March 25, 1375, there are no entries in regard to the petty 
custom. For the period from March 25, 1375, to April 23, 1375, no 
controller is named, but only Ric. Lyonns of London, farmer of the 
petty custom. 2 

From the evidence we have it seems impossible to decide whether 
Chaucer received both controllerships in 1374 or only the controller- 
ship of the custom and subsidy of wools. Kirk's opinion, that he 
received only the latter office in 1374, was based chiefly on the fact 
that the only patent of which Kirk had knowledge, Document 81 
of the Life-Records, grants to Chaucer only the controllership of the 
custom and subsidy of wools. 3 But inasmuch as we now have a 
patent of the same date (that abstracted at the beginning of the 
present article) which grants to Chaucer both controllerships, we 
have less reason to doubt that he actually exercised both offices for 
some months in the years 1374 and 1375. The words "in officio 

1 Calendar of the Patent Rolls, 1374-1377, p. 100. 

! During the period from April 23, 1375, to August 24, 1375, Ric. Fraunceys and 
Robert de Sarton are named as collectors, and John de Exton as controller. During the 
period from August 24, 1375, to October 1, 1375, Robert de Sarton and John de Ilkyngham 
are named as collectors, and John de Exton as controller. During the period from Octo- 
ber 1, 1375, to February 20, 1376, Nicholas Potyn, Thomas Culham, and John Oxewyk 
are named as controllers. These data (from Declared Accounts, Customs, Roll 9), as well 
as the Chancery warrants printed above, I have obtained through the agency of Miss 
K. S. Martin of London, who has been a valuable assistant to me in this and other work 
that involved a search of the public records. The data in regard to the controllers of the 
petty custom which are contained in the Patent Rolls agree substantially with those 
given above from the Customs Accounts except that the Patent Roll (or at least the 
Calendar) gives the name John de Oxton (see preceding note) where the Customs 
Accounts give the name John de Exton. Nicholas Potyn was appointed to the office on 
October 14, 1375; Thomas de Culham on November 8, 1375; and John Oxwyk 
in [ ?] November, 1375 (the patent is not dated, but the year is 49 Edward III, and the 
other patents in the same membrane range between November 7 and December 3) ; 
see Calendar of the Patent Rolls, 1374-1377, pp. 174, 191, 192. In regard to Richard 
Lyons, named in the Customs Accounts from March 25, 1375, to April 23, 1375, as 
farmer of the petty custom, abundant and interesting information may be found in the 
Calendar of the Patent Rolls, 1370-1374 and 1374-1377. 

3 See Life-Records of Chaucer, pp. xxiii and 192, note. 
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predicto" which occur in the note appended to Document 82 are 
certainly not conclusive evidence to the contrary. 

The fact that the undated Chancery Warrant printed above 
refers to Chaucer as " Contreroulour de la grande custume et de la 
petite" might seem at first sight additional evidence that Chaucer 
exercised both controllerships between June 8, 1374, and April 1, 
1375. The signature of the Bishop of Worcester, however, proves 
that this document cannot belong to the period mentioned, for the 
bishopric of Worcester was in voidance during the period named, 
William de Lenne (or Lynne) having died November 18, 1373, and 
his successor, Henry Wakefield, not having been appointed till 
September 12, 1375. 1 His signature as treasurer enables us to date 
the warrant definitely within the period from January 11, 1377, to 
July 19, 1377 (see note 1, p. 50). 

Thomas de Evesham, whom the undated patent of 1377, 
abstracted above, names as the person Chaucer has appointed as 
his deputy in the controllership of the custom and subsidy of wools, 
and whom the Chancery warrant of 1377 names as Chaucer's 
"lieutenant," was a substantial merchant of London whose name 
appears frequently in contemporary records. On January 24, 1379, 
he was associated with a large number of other citizens in making 
a loan to the city, his share being 5 marks. 2 On July 31, 1384, he 
was one of those summoned from the wards as a Common Council. 8 
On July 18, 1385, March 28, 1386, and August 31, 1388, he was among 
those summoned to consult with the mayor in regard to the interests 
of the city or the realm. 4 

We may hope that, when the public records are once more 

accessible in their entirety, it may be possible to obtain additional 

light on these documents. 

Samuel Moore 
University op Michigan 

i Le Neve, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae, L. 1716, p. 297; Wakefield made profession 
of obedience on October 3, 1375, and was consecrated on October 28, 1375. The voidance 
of the bishopric of Worcester during the period with which we are directly concerned is 
abundantly proved by references in the Patent Rolls; see Calendar of the Patent Bolls. 
1370-1374, 1374-1377, Indexes. 

! R. R. Sharpe, Calendar of Letter Books of the City of London, H, pp. 123-125. 

= Ibid., H, p. 237. 

« Ibid., H, pp. 269 f., 279 ft., 332 f. For other references to Evesham see ibid., H, 
p. 345; Calendar of the Patent Bolls, 1361-1364, p. 514; Calendar of the Close Bolls, 1374- 
1377, p. 556; 1377-1381, pp. 61, 200. 
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